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^ I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
□ the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
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, as originally filed 
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pages 



the claims: 



pages 
pages 
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the drawings: 
pages 
pages 



• 7 as originally filed 

. , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

. . filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 




□ tile sequence listing part of the description: 



, filed with the demand 




, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the m.moc« • / ""^"^ ' which is: 

r pj^^S^'exlSorrSS,^^^^^^^^ in u,e i„te„.atio„a, application, the internaUonal 

LJ ~ntainedintheinten,ationalapplicationlnwrittenfon„ 

U filed together with the international application in computer readable forxn 
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LJ fomished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 
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[4. □ T]?^ amendments have resulted in the cancd^ 

— the description, pages 

LJ the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



v# , , ^ contain amendments (Rule 70 J6 
rejerrea to under item J mtd annexed to this report 
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Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial ^plicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



14 



1-14 



Citations and explanations 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



The numbering (Dl, D2) used for the searched prior art 
documents corresponds to the order in which they are 
listed in the international search report.) 

The closest prior art, Dl (abstract), describes very 
generally the simple and reliable removal of 
polymerization inhibitors, which are not described in more 
detail, from various vinyl monomer systems, inter alia by 
adsorption, and mentions inter alia also activated carbon 
in a series of possible absorbents. 

In relation thereto, the method claimed in the present 
application differs by the specification of a combination 
of particular method parameters: 

method for the reduction of the concentration of methoxy- 
hydroguinone (MEHQ) in acrylic acid, which is neutralized 
up to 75% to 105%, by the continual adsorption of 
activated carbon. 



This combination of features cannot be derived from Dl or 
any of the other (published) documents D2 to D5 cited in 
the search report, and the subjects of the present claims 
1 to 14 are therefore novel (PCT Article 33(2)) . 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP 03/13621 



c^id H °' instituted in such^^::;;;:r7r" 

could have .eadlly led . person s.iUed in the a.t to the 
claxmed specific procedure. This is even ^re so the case 
sxnce surprisingly advantageous adsorption conditions were 
found, .n a l.„.ted range, with the procedure according to 
the xnventron (see page s of the description, page 2) . 

The claimed method is also not obvious from the 
combination with D2. d2 describes namely inter alia the 
removal of hydroqulnone or quinone derivatives from 
yinylic compounds, including inter alia acrylic acid 
(column 3, line 13); howevf»r- 

. . '' "o^'ever, said polymerization 

inhibitors should have a*- i«=i«4- ^.u 

a nave at least three rings (claim 1) . 

In particular D2 also does not hint ai- i-i.^ -. 

nint at the relevance of" 

The prior art described in D3 to 

in to D5 IS even more remote. 

The Claimed method of reducing the concentration of MEHQ 
can therefore be regarded as involving an inventive step 
(PCT Article 33(3)) . . 

This applies correspondingly also to the method of 
producing superabsorbers (claim 13), which method is 
characterized substantially by the method of reducing the 
MEHQ concentration included therein. 

The use of 'superabsorbers-, whether yellow or colorless, 
.s already basically known in the hygiene industry for 
producing various types of diapers and pads (see the 
introductory part of the present description) . It is 
therefore not discernible how this per se known method 
according to the present claim 14 could substantiate the 
required inventive step, especially since a 'surprising' 
effect associated with the use is not discernible. 
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There are no objections regarding the industrial 
applicability (PCT Article 33(4)) of the claimed subject 
matter. 
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